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April Summary: Winter quickly turns to Summer

NJ-PA and S. NY.
Areas of rain fell in

the region with
temps in the 40s
and an Easterly

wind. Typically, an
East wind brings in
maritime air, how-
ever high pressure
was very strong to
the North and this

April 24: New York City’s Central Park on

allowed for dry air

a 75 degree day before temps hit the 90s to filter into the

Similar to March, the month of
April was quiet in terms of snow
threats. This is not unusual, how-
ever the combination of the two
quiet months does not happen
often. The only day that brought
traces to parts of the region was
April 7th. On this day, cold air
aloft and instability combined to
produce flurries and some brief
snow showers with tempera-
tures in the 40s. The only accu-
mulations were in the higher
elevations of the Pocono’s.

On April 14th and 20th, a rare
occurrence happened twice in

region despite the
falling precipitation. As a re-
sult, it cooled enough aloft for
some sleet and even wet snow
mixed in on both days.

Towards the end of April, a
remarkable pattern shift devel-
oped. A summer-like high
pressure system moved into
the region and slid off to the
Southeast as warm air devel-
oped. Because of the antece-
dent dry grounds, it quickly
warmed and what resulted
were night-time lows in the
50s and daytime highs in the
90s. Now of course, since this

was early in the season, the 45
degree ocean did have some
affect on temperatures. For
example, a daily shift in the
wind between offshore and
onshore lead to amazing fluc-
tuations in Boston, MA. Start-
ing on 4-26, the high went
from 87 degrees down to 64
the next day, jumped back up
to 93 and then down to 59!

After this heat wave, the last
few days of April gave way to a
more Spring-like pattern as
stalled fronts dominated into
early May, thus leading to vari-
able weather along with more
showery days to contend with.

Did You Know?

The coastal town of Cape
May, NJ hit 91 degrees on
April 26th. This was the first
time in the 115 year history
of the station that 90 de-
grees was reached in April.

WeatherWorks Winter Evaluation

With the 2008-2009 winter
season now behind us. Weather-
Works begins the process of
preparing for 2009-2010 right
now. Before we start that proc-
ess though, we need to evaluate
the 08-09 winter and determine
what went right as well as what
we can improve upon. This is
where we ask for your feedback.

Your information and opinions
are very important to us and we
value any input that you have as
we are always fine-tuning, evalu-
ating and improving our services.

The link and image to the right
will bring you to our survey.
This short, multiple-choice
survey asks questions to help
us evaluate our services and it
also provides you an opportu-
nity to leave any comments,
questions and suggestions.

Thank you for your input and
participation as we put 08-09
behind us and look forward to
moving into the next decade.
As always, if you have any
questions please feel free to
contact us via email or phone.

CLICK HERE FOR
SURVEY
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text messaging
as a delivery
option for our alert products.
From the variety of clients that
opted in for text messages over
the winter, the feedback has
been overwhelmingly positive.
Most everyone has cited the fact
that multiple contacts can be
reached simultaneously as the
biggest advantage to the new
service. Also, the efficiency and
time saved with text messaging,
allows for staff meteorologists to
spend more time analyzing the
weather situation, in addition to

Text Messaging Update
/ 7 This past
winter season,
Weather-
Works began

consulting with clients.
As the snow and ice season
came to a close, it came to
WeatherWorks’ attention that
a very small number of Nextel
subscribers were having some
difficulties reading messages.
Over the last few days, much
time has been spent in conjunc-
tion with Sprint/Nextel techni-
cal support trying to determine
the source. If you or your or-
ganization had text messaging
problems this winter (no mat-
ter how small), please let us
know so that we can continue
addressing the issue.

Based on the overall success of

The Weather Tracker

the program, WeatherWorks
encourages all clients to con-
sider taking advantage of text
messaging in the future. Fur-
thermore, WoeatherWorks
plans to use texts as an integral
part of future products, includ-
ing the recently launched
Work-Site Forecasts service
and severe weather details.

i

L\

Severe Weather Season Is Here

Now that it's May and winter
weather is firmly behind us, it's
time to focus on severe weather.
While the term “severe

weather” can be subjective, the
National Weather Service de-
fines a severe thunderstorm as
one that produces wind gusts of

greater than 58 mph, hail
greater than 0.75” diameter or
a storm that produces a tor-
nado. However, we tend to
think of a severe storm as one
that can create damage.

In our neck of the woods, the
biggest concern with severe
thunderstorms are strong
winds and flash flooding (or
urban flooding). Very powerful,
supercell thunderstorms are
rare around here and most of
our damaging storms come as a

result of strong squall lines.

Luckily for outdoor workers,
the 3-9PM time window is most
favored for severe weather. So
more often than not, most if
not all the work day is over by
the peak threat time. But it is
certainly something to keep an
eye on. Hopefully, daily forecast
clients have noticed the snow/
ice threat box on Weather-
Works forecast forms has been
replaced with warm season
threats to help you plan the day

MAY AVERAGES (30 year averages: 1971-2000)
Boston, MA (BOS) Newark, NJ (EWR) Baltimore, MD (BWI)
May | May 31 May | May 31 May | May 31
High Temp 61 72 66 76 69 79
Low Temp 45 55 49 58 47 57
Precip (Mo. Total) 3.24” 4.46” 3.89”
Snowfall (Mo. Total) 0.0” 0.0” 0.0”
Sunrise 5:39 AM | 5:11 AM | 5:55 AM 5:28 AM 6:08 AM | 5:42 AM
Sunset 7:44PM | 8:14PM | 7:53 PM 8:21 PM 8:00 PM 8:27 PM

May 2009 Temperature Outlook

Along with the wet start to the month will be cooler
temperatures as a stalled boundary keeps warm air
at bay. As the month continues, look for May-like
ridging

warmth to return as

May 2009 Precipitation Outlook

takes over. month,

The first half of May looks to stay active, meaning
at least normal precip amounts are expected for
the month. Indications suggest ridging late in the
meaning

quieter weather.

WeatherWorks
Spring Publications

Keep an eye on your
email inbox! The Weath-
erWorks Winter Sum-
maries have begun to be
sent out, if you have not
received yours yet, you
should in a few days.

Also, work is about to
commence on our Hurri-
cane Forecast, which will
be our June Newsletter.
In addition to an exclu-
sive forecast, look for a
brief overview of last sea-
son along with some
interesting statistics.

WEBSITE OF
THE MONTH

NASA has always been a
source for some of the most
stunning aerial photography.
The link above is their “Image
of the Day”, which features a
wide range of amazing images
on Earth taken by very high
resolution & detailed satellites.

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 25 Memorial Day

Jun 24-27 SIMA Symposium
Louisville, KY
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