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June 2009: Extremely Wet and Cloudy

M ay had some periods of wet-
ter than normal weather, but
June seemed to take that to
another level. Constant weak
troughs and upper-level lows set
off numerous showers and thun-
derstorms seemingly every day.
The second half of June finally
brought some warmer weather
and threats became more scat-
tered, but each day still featured
threats for showers and storms.
For more details on the pattern
and outlook for the summer,
take a look at the next page.

When it was not raining, out-

door workers, especially land-
scapers, had a very difficult
time because showers were
nearly always in the forecast.
To see just how unusually cool
and wet this June was, take a
look at some of these stats

In New Jersey and Eastern
Pennsylvania, there was only
one day out of the month
where the entire area stayed
dry. In fact, that day was June |
and it was the only cloudless
or mostly sunny day, so it has
been over a month since there
has been a cloud free day.

July 2009

Most spots saw 18-24 days
with at least a trace of rain.

In New York, NYC-Central
Park had their second wettest
June on record (10.06 in.) and
the 8th coolest (67.5 F).

In New England, it was ex-
tremely cool and cloudy.
Boston had 17 days where the
high did not get out of the 60s
(or 50s) and only two days in
the 80s. In addition, sunshine
was available only 35% of the
time in Eastern Mass. Some
areas saw a lot of rain as Hart-
ford picked up over six inches.

In the Mid-Atlantic, conditions
were not as frustrating, how-
ever rainfall was still above
normal as BWI picked up 5.52
inches and Wilmington, DE
had 6.67 inches. In addition,
both Maryland and Delaware
also saw only one sunny,
cloud-less day for June.

SIMA Wrap-up / Review

The 12th annual SIMA sympo-
sium was held last week in Louis-
ville, KY and featured another
great turn out of attendees.
Aside from the exposition which
showcased the industry’s tech-
nology and services, the sympo-
sium also provided excellent
educational sessions ranging from

deicers and applications to
sales / marketing strategies and
company leadership. The sym-
posium is a great way for
snow / ice contractors and
companies to network, meet
their peers and learn new
techniques in the field.
Whether you are new to the
industry or you have been
providing services for decades,
there is always something for
everyone. With the world of
changing and evolving technol-
ogy it is important to stay on
track and remain competitive.

The staff at VWeatherWorks
would also like to thank all of

By: Kevin Hopler

our clients that took time out
of their day to stop by our
booth to show us support.
We always feel that commu-
nication is important and the
show allows us to do just that.
More importantly, it allows us
to address our client’s needs
and gain valuable feedback.

Next year’s SIMA symposium
will be held in Providence,
Rl from June 23-26, 2010.
You can count on Weather-
Works to be there if you hap-
pened to miss us or could not
attend the symposium in Lou-
isville. Have a great Summer!
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Upper Lows Wreaking Havoc on Summer

A ctive does not even begin to
describe the last two months of
weather in the northeastern U.S.
The weather maps lately look
more reminiscent of February
than May or June with unusually
strong troughs and ridges.

It was those troughs (and some
upper level-lows) which were
remarkably persistent that were
the primary culprits behind all of
the unsettled weather. Every
time it appeared that the pattern
was going to at least subside, if
not break, another low or trough
dropped down out of Canada,
keeping the weather unsettled. If
this type of pattern were in place
during the winter months, it
would inevitably lead to the

The Weather Tracker

threat of snow show-
ers on a daily basis,
and many days where
snow would fall.

Much to the frustra-
tion of forecasters
and those trying to
get in outdoor pro-
jects is that these

upper-level lows not
only allow for the
development of scat-
tered afternoon/
evening showers and storms,
but typically there are impulses
that move around the lows that
can serve as additional triggers
for showers and thunder-
storms. Not only can these
impulses spark shower activity

Atmospheric Pressure Anomaly Map
June 2009 (Blues: Below Normal, Greens:
Above Normal)..NOAA/ESRL

at typically non-favored times
of the day, but they also can
enhance the coverage and in-
tensity of ordinary pop-up
thunderstorms. This pattern
should continue into early July.

Coming Soon: Improvements to Client Weather Webpages

The relatively
quieter summer

months afford
the Weather-
Works staff

time to work
on projects that just cannot be
worked on in the midst of a busy
snow and ice season. While all
these projects in the end are
geared towards making improve-
ments to products and services,
many of them can go by rela-
tively unnoticed by clients. This

summer’s primary project we
hope benefits a lot of clients:
the overhaul of client webpages

At this time, implementation of
the new pages is anticipated for
the 2009-2010 season. How-
ever, we are trying to finish
them well ahead of winter’s
arrival, allowing plenty of time
for users to get acclimated to
the exciting new layout.
Users will notice a more con-
temporary design that is more

user friendly. Additionally, there
will be more graphics and bet-
ter integration with already
existing WeatherWorks fore-
casts, alerts and other products.

Don’t have a weather webpage
with online data? E-mail Kevin
Hopler today to inquire about
adding one to your existing
WeatherWorks account!

JULY AVERAGES (30 year averages: 1971-2000)

Boston, MA (BOS) Newark, NJ (EWR) Baltimore, MD (BWI)
July | July 31 July | July 31 July | July 31
High Temp 80 82 84 85 86 87
Low Temp 64 66 67 70 65 66
Precip (Mo. Total) 3.06” 4.68” 3.85”
Snowfall (Mo. Total) 0.0” 0.0” 0.0”
Sunrise 5:12AM | 5:36 AM | 5:29 AM 5:53 AM 5:44 AM | 6:06 AM
Sunset 8:25 PM | 8:04 PM 8:32 PM 8:13 PM 8:37 PM 8:19 PM

July 2009 Temperature Outlook

Cool temps like those seen in June are not antici-
pated in July. However, the pattern still looks to be
tough to break entirely, and temperatures likely
average out near or just below normal levels.

July 2009 Precipitation Outlook

Rainfall during July appears to be on target to be at
least near normal, perhaps above normal in some
areas as troughs are likely to dominate. But the 8-
[2th of July may offer a break from the troughs.

WxWorks Forecasts
and Blackberrys

(Please Note: This ap-
plies mainly to Nextel
subscribers)...If you own
a Blackberry and open
emails to read our fore-
casts/alerts, a few of you
have mentioned that
you are only seeing ta-
bles in the forecast and
can not read the actual
forecast. We did make a
slight change to our
forms a few months ago
and are working to con-
vert them to PDF. This
way, they will be easily
readable not only on a
computer, but for all
Blackberrys as well

WEBSITE OF
THE MONTH

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND
ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

RIP CURRENTS

Break the Grip of the Rip!

With July’s arrival, beach sea-
son is now well underway. This
informative site from NOAA
detailis the dangerous threats
posed by Rip Currents and
how to be safe around them.
There are plenty of diagrams
and videos to help!

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 4 Independence Day

SIMA Build a Bid
Cleveland, OH

July 30

SIMA Build a Bid
Albany, NY

Aug 6
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