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Nor’easter Notes

Lower Twp, NJ:
Peak wind gust: 58mph
39mph+ winds for 50 hours

Del. Bay (23 mi SE Cape May)
Record Wave Hgt: 26.7 ft

Norfolk, VA:
Peak Wind gust: 74 mph

Chesapeake, VA:
Rainfall: 11.92”

Rainfall: 11/13/09
(NWS/AHPS)
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November: Not Much Snow, but an Impressive Nor’easter

Following the one-two punch
of snow events in mid-October,
November offered little in the
way of snow. The few areas that
experienced snow in November

were “the usual” colder places of

the far interior and Northern
New England. Even these places
did not see anything significant.

The big story of the month was
the Veteran’s Day Nor’easter.
The storm originated as a tropi-
cal low off the coast of Central
America, and strengthened into
Tropical Storm Ida on November
4th. Before making landfall in
Alabama with 45 mph winds, Ida
briefly was a Category 2 Hurri-
cane with 105 mph winds in the
Gulf of Mexico. Despite an Ala-
bama landfall, the worst effects
of Ida ended up being felt much
further to the north and east.

Due to a strong area of high
pressure over New England, the
remnants of lda were slow to
move after coming ashore on
November 10th. Eventually, the
remnant low shifted off of the
NC Coast and became a strong

Nor’easter.
Once the
system
shifted into
the Atlantic,
there were
two main
attributes to
the storm,

strong winds
and  heavy
rains. A
large swath of the coastal US
from GA to DE received 4-12”
of rain from the storm that
was appropriately nicknamed
“Nor’lda”. While the substan-
tial rains were bad enough, the
strong winds created even
more problems near the coast.

Northeasterly winds of 40-60
mph lasted for nearly 3 days,
and triggered destructive
waves and tidal flooding. This
led to extreme damage along
the coast, especially from NJ
to VA. In fact, near Cape May,
NJ, there were 50 consecutive
hours when wind speeds
were greater than 39 mph.

Ventnor City, NJ:
(Bill Melfi/Ventnor City, N)] Emergency Mgmt)

Left: 10/16/09, Right: 11/14/09

The combination of high water
and wave action caused many
shore communities to be inun-
dated with water at times of
high tide for 2 days. Mean-
while, the dunes and beaches
on the waterfront were being
severely eroded. All of this led
to disaster declarations and
states of emergency in many
shore counties in NJ and DE.

By the time the storm reached
the Nor’easter the northeast,
it was decidedly a coastal
event. Areas north and west of
1-95 from MD to CT were
largely spared by the rain and
only had breezy conditions.

Winter Climate Summaries & Past Weather Reports

As we arrive into December,
the number of “incidents” involv-
ing weather usually increases

A sample WeatherWorks
Client Past Weather Report

because of the added risk from
snow and ice. “Slip & Falls” are
typically the most common
accident during the winter sea-
son. At WeatherWorks, we
specialize in creating Forensic
Weather Reports to help de-
termine the weather in your
case. Our reports can be cus-
tomized for the information
you are looking for, whether it
is a detailed summary for a four
hour period, or a general over-
view of what happened in the
days leading up to the incident.

In addition to past weather
reports involving slip & falls, we

can also create a unique re-
port involving: flooding, rain
days, severe weather and
wind. These types of reports
are more specialized as they
focus on specific weather pa-
rameters for investigating.

Clients receive a discounted
rate for a weather summary,
and the first half-hour of work
is free. If you need to request
a report, call us at (800)-427-
3456 and we can discuss what
type of report may suit you
and provide a cost estimate.
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Beware: The Pitfalls of some Online Weather Data

T he Internet has brought about
a wealth of widely available past
weather data. A lot of it is im-
pressive too. Some websites
offer a dense network of obser-
vations, often times updated
every couple of minutes, dating
back several years. The data is
really appealing because of its
level of detail and local feel.

However, great care must be
exercised when using this data.
First and foremost, users should
understand that most times
these observations are not from
official government reporting

sites. However, just because
the data is not official does not
necessarily make it unreliable.
But government data sources
undergo an extensive quality
control process and are con-
tinuously monitored for errors.

Unfortunately, a lot of the free
past weather data online comes
from “backyard” type weather
stations. Not surprisingly, the
potential sources for error are
quite numerous. Anything from
a poorly located instrument to
improper calibrations could
render the data incorrect.

Even

ologists
conduct  past
weather  re-
search compare
and  analyze
data from sev-
eral official observation stations
before becoming comfortable
with the reliability of data. This
analyzation is all the more criti-
cal when dealing with data from
unknown sources, especially if
important decisions are being
made based on the data.

meteor-
that

Occasionally Used Weather Terms

- G A A
Graupel, also known as snow
pellets, can look like hail

@ ccasionally you may hear a TV
meteorologist or one of our
meteorologists use a weather
term that you are not exactly
sure of the meaning. Here a few

of those terms that are impor-
tant to know and may come up
during a consultation:

Graupel

Also known as snow pellets
and can look like small, soft
hail. Graupel can be found dur-
ing convective (thunderstorm-
like) showers with cold air near
the surface and aloft. Also ob-
served in wintry mix situations.

Freezing Fog

Fog that forms while tempera-
tures are 32 F or below. When

there is fog, water droplets are
suspended in the atmosphere.
During freezing fog situations,
those suspended droplets can
come into contact with objects
on the ground and freeze, thus
creating a glaze on the surface.

“Bombing Out”

When low pressure is said to
be “Bombing Out”, it means
that the system is strengthening
very rapidly. This is an indica-
tion snow may become heavier.

DECEMBER AVERAGES (30 year averages: 1971-2000)

Boston, MA (BOS) Newark, NJ (EWR) Baltimore, MD (BWI)
Dec | Dec 31/ Dec | Dec 31 Dec | Dec 31
High Temp 46 38 48 39 51 42
Low Temp 33 24 35 26 31 24
Precip (Mo. Total) 3.73” 3.57” 3.35”
Snowfall (Mo. Total) 6.4” 2.9” 1.7
Sunrise 6:54 AM | 7:13 AM | 7:02 AM 7:21 AM 7:07 AM 7:26 AM
Sunset 4:13PM | 422PM | 4:30PM 4:39 PM 4:44 PM 4:53 PM

December 2009 Temperature Outlook

The first stretch of significantly colder than nor-
mal air since mid-October likely arrives in the
middle of the month. Look for temperatures to
moderate around or a few days before Christmas.

December 2009 Precipitation Outlook

The active weather pattern likely continues.
Coinciding with an expected mid-month cold
snap, prospects of a plowable storm by the
Holidays appear to be higher than usual

Share your opinions:
New Weather Page

As you know, new client
webpages and logins
have been instituted over
the last two months.
Please let us know your
thoughts on the process!

While in development,
feedback from clients
played a large role in
shaping the look and feel
of the new system. As
you use the webpage,
please let us know what
you think! Please e-miail
Ken Elliott with your sug-
gestions and comments.

WEBSITE OF
THE MONTH

NOS WATER LEVEL OBSERVATION NETWORK

http://storms.nos.noaa.gov/
geographic.html

This site from NOAA provides
information on the bodies of
water across the US. This in-
cludes Oceans, Lakes and
Bays. Very useful for tidal pre-
dictions & water temperatures

UPCOMING EVENTS

Dec. | Meteorological

Winter Begins
Hanukkah Begins
First day of Winter

Christmas Day
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